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scendent system of electric telegraphy does tlie superhuman
being employ? On this point we are absolutely ignorant, but
the fact that communication does exist between these beings
and our globe appears to us to be certain; a conviction which
we base upon the following grounds.

First, let us address ourselves to the popular feeling. As
we have already said, we are not afraid of invoking vulgar
prejudices and opinions, because they are almost always the
expression of some great moral truth. Observations re-
peated thousands of times, traditions transmitted from genera-
tion to generation, and which have resisted the control of
time, without being either altered or destroyed, cannot de-
ceive. Only, when the people amidst whom this tradition
has been formulated and preserved, are unenlightened, they
translate their observations into a coarse foim.

Let us inquire into the origin of those ghosts in which
many civilized people firmly believe! Take away the
absurd white sheet, and the human form with which the
simple superstition of the peasantry invest them, and you
will find in ghosts the idea of communication between the
souls of the dead and the living, you will find the thought
which we are endeavouring to put before you in a scientific
form.

This popular notion about ghosts has extended to persons
who appear to be educated and enlightened, but who are, in
reality, as ignorant in matters of philosophy as the simple
peasants, and who are, in addition, addicted to mysticism,
which obscures their reason. We allude to spiritualists.